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TO:     Environmental  Quality  Council,  Capitol  Building,  Helena,  MT  59620 
Dept.  of  Health  &  Environmental  Sciences,  Director's  Office 
Dept.  of  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks 

Director's  Office 

Parks  Division 

Fisheries  Division 

Wildlife  Division   

Regional  Supervisor 
Lands  Section 

Design  and  Construction  — 
Legal  Unit 

Mary  Ellen  McDonald 
Montana  Historical  Society,  State  Historic  Preservation  Office 
Montana  State  Library 

Jim  Jensen,  Montana  Environmental  Information  Center,  POB  1 184,  Helena,  MT 
59624 

Janet  Ellis,  Montana  Audubon  Council,  P.  0.  Box  924,  Helena,  MT  59624 
George  Ochenski,  P.O.  Box  689,  Helena,  MT  59624 
Lake  County  Commisioners 

Poison  Outdoors,  Inc.,  1212  Kerr  Dam  Rd.,  Poison,  59860 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 


The  enclosed  Environmental  Assessment  (EA)  has  been  prepared  for  the  Finlev  Point 
Powerline  Easement,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration.  Questions  and  comments 
will  be  accepted  until  March  2.  1994.  If  you  have  questions,  feel  free  to  contact  Dave 
Conklin,  Project  Coordinator,  at  752-5501 .  All  comments  may  be  sent  to  the  undersigned. 


Thank  you  for  your  interest. 
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UttAh  r 

MEPA/NEPA/HB495  CHECKLIST 
PART  I.  PROPOSED  ACTION  DESCRIPTION 

1 .  Type  of  Proposed  State  Action  Easement  for  an  underground  powerline  at  Flathead 
Lake  State  Park  -  Finlev  Point.  

2.  Agency  Authority  for  the  Proposed  Action   Sec.  23-1-101  M.C.A.  

3.  Name  of  Project  Finlev  Point  Powerline  Easement  

4.  Name,  Address  and  Phone  Number  of  Project  Sponsor  (if  other  than  the  agency) 

Flathead  Lake  State  Park  -  Finlev  Point,  490  N.  Meridian  Rd.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
752-5501  ._ 


5.  If  Applicable: 

Estimated  Construction/Commencement  Date  March  1 5,  1 994  

Estimated  Completion  Date  April  30,  1994  

Current  Status  of  Project  Design  (%  complete)  100%  m_ 

6.  Location  Affected  by  Proposed  Action  (county,  range  and  township) 

Lake  County,  Sec.  18,  T23N,  R19W 

7.  Project  Size:  Estimate  the  number  of  acres  that  would  be  directly  affected  that  are 
currently: 

(a)  Developed:  (d)      Floodplain  _0_  acres 

residential  .  .  .  .  .  _0_  acres 

industrial  _0_  acres  (e)  Productive: 

irrigated  cropland 

(b)  Open  Space/Woodlands/                       dry  cropland   .  .  . 
Recreation  ....  0.2  acres  forestry  

rangeland   

(c)  Wetlands/Riparian  other   

Areas  .  _0_  acres 

8.  Map/site  plan:  attach  an  original  8  1/2"  x  11"  or  larger  section  of  the  most  recent 
USGS  7.5'  series  topographic  map  showing  the  location  and  boundaries  of  the  area 
that  would  be  affected  by  the  proposed  action.  A  different  map  scale  may  be 
substituted  if  more  appropriate  or  if  required  by  agency  rule.  If  available,  a  site  plan 
should  also  be  attached. 


0  acres 
0  acres 
0_  acres 
0  acres 
0  acres 


See  Attachments  A  &  B 


9. 


Narrative  Summary  of  the  Proposed  Action  or  Project  including  the  Benefits  and 
Purpose  of  the  Proposed  Action. 


r 


The  proposed  action  is  to  grant  the  United  States  of  America,  through  Mission  Valley 
Power  Company,  a  subsidiary  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  (BIA),  an 
individual  underground  electric  right  of  way  easement  (see  attachment  B)  "to 
construct,  operate,  maintain,  replace  and  remove"  an  underground  electric  powerline 
to  serve  Flathead  Lake  State  Park  -  Finley  Point. 

The  easement  will  allow  Mission  Valley  Power  Company  to  replace  an  underground 
powerline  now  serving  Flathead  Lake  State  Park-Finley  Point  located  on  the  east  shore 
of  Flathead  Lake  10  miles  north  of  Poison.  The  easement  will  be  approximately  951 
feet  long  by  10  feet  wide  and  will  require  a  105.6  cubic  yard  12  inch  wide  by  3  foot 
deep  trench  to  be  excavated,  filled,  compacted  and  revegetated  to  lay  in  the  primary 
power  cable. 

The  easement  was  requested  by  Mission  Valley  Power  Company  in  order  for  them  to 
relocate  and  upgrade  the  buried  electrical  service  at  Flathead  Lake  State  Park-Finley 
Point.  The  Power  Company  has  determined  that  the  new  facilities  at  Finley  Point 
including  the  Boat  Pump  Out  Station  now  constructed  and  potential  electrical  service 
to  a  recently  acquired  cabin  and  future  campground  loop  will  be  beyond  the  capability 
of  the  existing  buried  cable  installed  many  years  ago. 

It  is  the  policy  of  State  Parks  and  a  federal  requirement  where  federaffunds  are  used 
to  bury  all  powerlines  when  constructed  in  recreation  areas  for  safety  reasons.  The 
park's  existing  buried  electrical  cable  was  cut  by  a  contractor  doing  a  road  paving 
project  in  November,  1 993  and  was  discovered  to  be  less  than  1 2  inches  deep  where 
it  crosses  under  the  road,  a  definite  safety  hazard. 

The  Power  Company  will  relocate,  install  and  maintain  a  new  primary  cable  large 
enough  for  existing  and  potential  facilities  with  a  transformer  closer  to  park  facilities 
in  a  safe  standard  1  2"wide  by  36"deep  trench  (see  detail  in  attachment  C).  The 
department  will  be  required  to  pay  $2,500  for  the  upgrade  which  has  been  budgeted 
as  advised  earlier  by  the  power  company. 


10.      Listing  of  any  other  Local,  State  or  Federal  agency  that  has  overlapping  or  additional 
jurisdiction. 


(a)  Permits: 
Aqencv  Name 

Permit                Date  Filed/# 

None 

(b)  Funding: 
Aqencv  Name 

Fundinq  Amount 

None 

(c)       Other  Overlapping  or  Additional  Jurisdictional  Responsibilities 
Aqencv  Name                   Tvoe  of  Responsibility 

None 
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List  of  Agencies  Consulted  During  Preparation  of  the  EA: 

Lake  County 

Mission  Valley  Power  Company 

Montana  State  Historic  Preservation  Office 


PART  II.  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


1.  LAND  RESOURCES 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor0 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Soil  instability  or  changes  in  geologic 
substructure? 

X 

b.  Disruption,  displacement,  erosion,  compaction, 
moisture  loss,  or  over-covering  of  soil  which  would 
reduce  productivity  or  fertility? 

X 

Yes 

1.b. 

►  c.  Destruction,  covering  or  modification  of  any 
unique  geologic  or  physical  features? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  siltation,  deposition  or  erosion  patterns 
that  may  modify  the  channel  of  a  river  or  stream  or  the 
bed  or  shore  of  a  lake? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  earthquakes, 
landslides,  ground  failure,  or  other  natural  hazard? 

X 

f.  Other 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages_of  narrative  if  needed): 


1.b.  Temporary  displacement  of  soil  during  10-day  project  will  be  mitigated  by  replacing  soil,  seeding  with  native  ground 
cover,  fertilizing  and  placing  erosion  control  blanket  on  steeper  slopes.  — 

PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


2.  AIR 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Emission  of  air  pollutants  or  deterioration  of 
ambient  air  quality?  (also  see  13  (c)) 

X 

Yes 

2. a. 

b.  Creation  of  objectionable  odors? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  air  movement,  moisture,  or 
temperature  patterns  or  any  change  in  climate,  either 
locally  or  regionally? 

X 

d.  Adverse  effects  on  vegetation,  including  crops,  due 
to  increased  emissions  of  pollutants? 

X 

e.*For  P-R/D-J  projects,  will  the  Droiect  result  in  nny 
dischargo  which  will  conflict  with  federal  or  state  air 
quality  regs?  (Also  see  2a) 

N/A 

f.  Other 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Air  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


2. a.  Temporary  (1 0-day)  possibility  of  minor  dust  created  by  excavation  depending  on  weather.  Project  scheduled  for  spring 
to  reduce  the  possibility  of  temporary  dust  in  air. 

I 

0  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦         Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


3.  WATER 

the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
*  Be 
Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown*3 

None 

Minor0 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Discharge  into  surface  water  or  any  alteration  of 
surface  water  quality  including  but  not  limited  to 
temperature,  dissolved  oxygen  or  turbidity? 

X 

b.  Changes  in  drainage  patterns  or  the  rate  and  amount  of 
surface  runoff? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  course  or  magnitude  of  flood  water  or 
other  flows? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  the  amount  of  surface  water  in  any  water 
body  or  creation  of  a  new  water  body? 

X 

e.  Exposure  of  people  or  property  to  water  related  hazards 
such  as  flooding? 

X 

f.  Changes  in  the  quality  of  groundwater? 

X 

g.  Changes  in  the  quantity  of  groundwater? 

X 

h.  Increase  in  risk  of  contamination  of  surface  or 
groundwater? 

X 

i.  Effects  on  any  existing  water  right  or  reservation? 

X 

j.  Effects  on  other  water  users  as  a  result  of  any  alteration 
in  surface  or  groundwater  quality? 

X 

k.  Effects  on  other  users  as  a  result  of  any  alteration  in 
^J^rface  or  groundwater  quantity? 

X 

1.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  affect  a  designated 
floodplain?  (Also  see  3c) 

N/A 

m.  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  result  in  any  discharge 
that  will  affect  federal  or  state  water  quality  regulations? 
(Also  see  3a) 

N/A 

n.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Water  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


£         Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►•  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦        Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


4.  VEGETATION 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated  0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

o 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Changes  in  the  diversity,  productivity  or  abundance 
of  plant  species  (including  trees,  shrubs,  grass,  crops, 
and  aquatic  plants)? 

X 

Yes 

4. a. 

b.  Alteration  of  a  plant  community? 

X 

c.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

X 

d.  Reduction  in  acreage  or  productivity  of  any 
agricultural  land? 

X 

e.  Establishment  or  spread  of  noxious  weeds? 

X 

f.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  affect  wetlands,  or 
prime  and  unique  farmland? 

N/A 

g.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


4. a.  Temporary  loss  of  ground  cover  over  utility  trench.  Trench  to  be  located  along  old  fenceline  previously  cleared  of  trees 
and  shrubs  to  reduce  vegetation  impacts.   


Q  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦         Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


k.    C     CICUAA/II  P\l  ICC 

►  O.  rlbn/WILULIrt 

^1  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown  ^ 

Nons 

Minnr  ^ 

iviinur 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Deterioration  of  critical  fish  or  wildlife  habitat? 

b.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  game  animals 
or  bird  species? 

c.  Changes  in  the  diversity  or  abundance  of  nongame 

species? 

d.  Introduction  of  new  species  into  an  area? 

^ 

e.  Creation  of  a  barrier  to  the  migration  or  movement  of 

animals? 

X 

f.  Adverse  effects  on  any  unique,  rare,  threatened,  or 
endangered  species? 

X 

g.  Increase  in  conditions  that  stress  wildlife  populations  or 
limit  abundance  (including  harassment,  legal  or  illegal 
harvest  or  other  human  activity)? 

)( 

h.  ♦  *For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  be  performed  in  any  area 
in  which  T&E  species  are  present,  and  will  the  project 
affect  any  T&E  species  or  their  habitat?  (Also  see  5f) 

N/A 

i.  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  introduce  or  export  any 
species  not  presently  or  historically  occurring  in  the 
receiving  location?  (Also  see  5d) 

N/A 

j.  Other: 

^fcative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


6.  NOISE/ELECTRICAL  EFFECTS 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Increases  in  existing  noise  levels? 

X 

b.  Exposure  of  people  to  serve  or  nuisance  noise  levels? 

X 

6.b. 

c.  Creation  of  electrostatic  or  electromagnetic  effects 
that  could  be  detrimental  to  human  health  or  property? 

X 

d.  Interference  with  radio  or  television  reception  and 
operation? 

X 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


6.b.  Project  is  in  a  rural  area  and  is  to  be  done  during  the  park's  winter  closure. 

Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 

Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦        Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


7    1  ANin  1  I^F 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT13 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor0 

Potentially 
Significant  • 

a.  Alteration  of  or  interference  with  the  productivity  or 
profitability  of  the  existing  land  use  of  an  area? 

X 

b.  Conflicted  with  a  designated  natural  area  or  area  of 
unusual  scientific  or  educational  importance? 

X 

c.  Conflict  with  any  existing  land  use  whose  presence 
would  constrain  or  potentially  prohibit  the  proposed 
action? 

X 

d.  Adverse  effects  on  or  relocation  of  residences? 

X 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


'8.  RISK/HEALTH  HAZARDS 

Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
Be 

-  Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor0 

Potentially  _ 
Significant 

a.  Risk  of  an  explosion  or  release  of  hazardous 
substances  (including,  but  not  limited  to  oil,  pesticides, 
chemicals,  or  radiation)  in  the  event  of  an  accident  or 
other  forms  of  disruption? 

X 

b.  Affect  an  existing  emergency  response  or  emergency 
evacuation  plan  or  create  a  need  for  a  new  plan? 

X 

c.  Creation  of  any  human  health  hazard  or  potential 
hazard? 

X 

d.  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  anv  chemical  toxicants  be  used? 
(Also  see  8a) 

N/A 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


O  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact  I  i 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦         Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


Q    PnMMI  IMITV  IMPACT 

the  proposed  action  result  in: 
*   

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

1  I nL"  nnwn  ^ 

None 

KA\ nrt r  - 

1 VII 1 IUI 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Alteration  of  the  location,  distribution,  density,  or 
growth  rate  of  the  human  population  of  an  area? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  the  social  structure  of  a  community? 

X 

c.  Alteration  of  the  level  or  distribution  of  employment 
or  community  or  personal  income? 

X 

d.  Changes  in  industrial  or  commercial  activity? 

X 

e.  Increased  traffic  hazards  or  effects  on  existing 
transportation  facilities  or  patterns  of  movement  of 
people  and  goods? 

X 

f.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


10.  PUBLIC  SERVICESfTAXES/UTILITIES 
Will  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0  ~~ 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor0 

Potentially 
Significant — 

j.  Will  the  proposed  action  have  an  effect  upon  or 
^Bsult  in  a  need  for  new  or  altered  governmental 
services  in  any  of  the  following  areas:  fire  or  police 
protection,  schools,  parks/recreational  facilities,  roads 
or  other  public  maintenance,  water  supply,  sewer  or 
septic  systems,  solid  waste  disposal,  health,  or  other 
governmental  services?  If  any,  specify: 

X 

b.  Will  the  proposed  action  have  an  effect  upon  the 
local  or  state  tax  base  and  revenues? 

X 

c.  Will  the  proposed  action  result  in  a  need  for  new 
facilities  or  substantial  alterations  of  any  of  the 
following  utilities:  electric  power,  natural  gas,  other  fuel 
supply  or  distribution  systems,  or  communications? 

X 

10.c 

d.  Will  the  proposed  action  result  in  increased  used  of 
any  energy  source? 

X 

10.c 

►  e.  Define  projected  revenue  sources 

10.e. 

►  f.  Define  projected  maintenance  costs. 

lO.f. 

g.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


lO.c.  Action  is  to  grant  an  easement  to  Mission  Valley  Power  Company  to  upgrade  outdated  electrical  service  to  already 
existing  recreation  facilities,  provide  capacity  for  future  camp  loop  and  relocate  service  to  eliminate  damage  and  safety 
^oblems  with  current  cable. 

0  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦        Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful.  " 


10.e.  Day  use  and  camping  fees  of  approximately  $1 5,000/year. 

10.f.  $0  an  easement  will  be  granted  to  Mission  Valley  Power  who  will  install  and  maintain  cable. 
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HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


►  1 1 .  AESTHETICS/RECREATION 
the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor0 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Alteration  of  any  scenic  vista  or  creation  of  an 
aesthetically  offensive  site  or  effect  that  is  open  to 
public  view? 

X 

b.  Alteration  of  the  aesthetic  character  of  a  community 
or  neighborhood? 

X 

►  c.  Alteration  of  the  quality  or  quantity  of 
recreational/tourism  opportunities  and  settings?  (Attach 
Tourism  Report) 

X 

d.  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  any  designated  or  proposed  wild 
or  scenic  rivers,  trails  or  wilderness  areas  be  impacted? 
(Also  see  11a,  11c) 

N/A 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


"HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


12.  CULTURAL/HISTORICAL  RESOURCES 
^/ill  the  proposed  action  result  in: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 
Be 

Mitigated0 

Comment 
Index 

Unknown0 

None 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

►  a.  Destruction  or  alteration  of  any  site,  structure  or 
object  of  prehistoric  historic,  or  paleontological 
importance? 

X 

12. a. 

b.  Physical  change  that  would  affect  unique  cultural 

values? 

X 

c.  Effects  on  existing  religious  or  sacred  uses  of  a  site 
or  area? 

X 

d.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  will  the  project  affect  historic  or 
cultural  resources?  Attach  SHPO  letter  of  clearance. 

(Also  see  1  2. a) 

N/A 

e.  Other: 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


12. a.  See  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  (SHPO)  letter  of  clearance  in  Attachment  D. 


Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 
has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦         Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


13.  SUMMARY  EVALUATION  OF 
SIGNIFICANCE 

Will  the  proposed  action,  considered  as  a 
whole: 

IMPACT0 

Can  Impact 

Be 
Mitigated 

Comment 
Index  6 

\J  MM  1(J  W  1 1 

N  o  no 

Minor 

Potentially 
Significant 

a.  Have  impacts  that  are  individually  limited,  but 
cumulatively  considerable?  (A  project  or  program  may 
result  in  impacts  on  two  or  more  separate  resources 
which  create  a  significant  effect  when  considered 
together  or  in  total.) 

X 

b.  Involve  potential  risks  or  adverse  effects  which  are 
uncertain  but  extremely  hazardous  if  they  were  to 
occur? 

X 

c.  Potentially  conflict  with  the  substantive  requirements 
of  any  local,  state,  or  federal  law,  regulation,  standard 
or  formal  plan? 

X 

d.  Establish  a  precedent  or  likelihood  that  future  actions 
with  significant  environmental  impacts  will  be 
proposed? 

X 

e.  Generate  substantial  debate  or  controversy  about  the 
nature  of  the  impacts  that  would  be  created? 

X 

f.  ♦For  P-R/D-J,  is  the  project  expected  to  have 
organized  opposition  or  generate  substantial  public 
controversy?  (Also  see  1 3e) 

N/A 

g.  ♦  ♦For  P-R/D-J.  list  anv  federal  or  state  permits 
required. 

N/A 

Narrative  Description  and  Evaluation  of  the  Cumulative  and  Secondary  Effects  on  Land  Resources  (Attach  additional  pages  of  narrative  if  needed): 


O  Include  a  narrative  explanation  under  Part  III  describing  the  scope  and  level  of  impact.  If  the  impact  is  unknown,  explain  why  the  unknown  impact 

has  not  or  can  not  be  evaluated. 
►  Include  a  narrative  description  addressing  the  items  identified  in  12.8.604-1  a  (ARM) 

♦  Determine  whether  the  described  impact  may  result  and  respond  on  the  checklist.  Describe  any  minor  or  potentially  significant  impacts. 

♦  ♦         Include  a  discussion  about  the  issue  in  the  EA  narrative  and  include  documentation  if  it  will  be  useful. 


2.  Description  and  analysis  of  reasonable  alternatives  (including  the  no  action  alternative)  to  the  proposed  action  whenever 
alternatives  are  reasonably  available  and  prudent  to  consider  and  a  discussion  of  how  the  alternatives  would  be  implemented: 

I.  No  Action  -  The  no  action  alternative  is  not  a  reasonable  alternative  as  the  park  will  have  to  either  not  energize 
MBk     newly  constructed  or  acquired  facilities  such  as  the  boat  pumpout  station,  rental  cabin,  lights  and  utilities;  or  energize 

them  with  the  danger  that  the  primary  service  line  will  fail.  It  is  also  not  reasonable  to  leave  the  existing  powerline 
in  a  location  and  at  a  depth  that  has  proved  to  be  a  danger  to  personnel  doing  construction  and  maintenance  work. 

II.  Grant  Easement  Adjacent  to  Park  Access  Road  -  This  alternative  would  be  to  replace  the  existing  powerline  with 
a  new  powerline  by  digging  a  deeper  trench  along  the  length  of  the  park  access  road  where  the  existing  powerline 
is  located.  This  would  solve  both  the  problem  of  having  enough  power  for  existing  and  future  utilities,  and  be  a 
deeper  safer  line.  However  it  would  require  the  clearing  of  merchantable  timber  and  disturbance  of  approximately 
1/5  mile  of  steep,  erodible  cutslopes  which  border  the  park  access  road  and  will  cause  damage  to  recently  paved 
road  surfaces  during  the  trenching  which  would  be  costly  to  repair.  In  addition,  the  line  would  be  subject  to  future 
disturbance  since  the  access  road  is  centrally  located  to  existing  park  facilities.  Also,  much  additional  disturbance 
would  be  required  for  a  long  feeder  line  to  any  future  camp  loop. 

III.  Proposed  alternative  -  Grant  Easement  Adjacent  to  Existing  South  Boundary  Fence  -  This  alternative  would  have 
the  same  benefits  as  alternative  II  without  the  negatives.  It  would  have  the  added  benefit  of  not  having  to  do  costly 
cutslope  revegetation  and  road  paving  repairs.  It  also  locates  the  powerline  away  from  future  disturbance  and 
shortens  the  distance  for  a  potential  feeder  line  to  any  future  camp  loop  and  allows  the  department  to  abandon  the 
most  unsafe  section  of  the  existing  powerline. 


3.  Evaluation  and  listing  of  mitigation,  stipulation,  or  other  control  measures  enforceable _by  the  agency  or  another 
"government  agency: 

The  proposed  easement  area  has  already  been  cleared  of  timber  when  the  existing  fence  was  built.  There  is  a  fairly 
steep  grade  in  the  central  portion  of  the  easement  area,  but  it  will  be  revegetated  using  landscape  fabric  and  is  not 

• near  the  steep  cutslope  which  borders  the  existing  park  access  road.  If  the  easement  is  approved,  the  department 
plans  to  do  the  trenching  and  reclamation  in  cooperation  with  the  power  company  who  will  lay  the  cable,  and  be 
responsible  for  all  future  maintenance,  repair  and  replacement.  The  easement  is  located  on  the  south  boundary 
fenceline  of  the  park  so  that  it  will  not  interfere  with  future  utilization  of  the  park  or  its  heavily  forested  nature.  The 
easement  terminates  within  park  property  so  that  it  is  not  a  part  of  any  improvements  for  private  off-site  properties. 


4.  Based  on  the  significance  criteria  evaluated  in  this  EA,  is  an  EIS  required?  YES  /  NO  If  an  EIS  is  not  required,  explain  why 
the  EA  is  the  appropriate  level  of  analysis  for  this  proposed  action: 

An  EIS  is  not  required  as  cumulative  impacts  are  judged  to  be  minor  and  can  be  mitigated  by  management  actions. 

5.  Describe  the  level  of  public  involvement  for  this  project  if  any  and,  given  the  complexity  and  the  seriousness  of  the 
environmental  issues  associated  with  the  proposed  action,  is  the  level  of  public  involvement  appropriate  under  the 
circumstances? 

A  total  of  1 2  legal  notices  were  published  in  6  newspapers  requesting  comments  and  suggestions.  The  draft  EA  was 
sent  to  all  affected  agencies  and  interest  groups.  Public  involvement  was  appropriate  given  the  nature  of  interest 
in  the  proposal. 


6.  Duration  of  comment  period  if  any: 

Thirty  (30)  days  notice  was  published  1/24/94  stating  that  comments  would  be  accepted  through  3/2/94. 


7.  Name,  title,  address  and  phone  number  of  the  Person(s)  Responsible  for  Preparing  the  EA: 

David  G.  Conklin,  Fish,  Wildlife  &  Parks,  Region  One  Park  Manager,  490  N.  Meridian  Rd.,  Kalispell,  MT  59901 
752-5501. 
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PART  III.  NARRATIVE  EVALUATION  AND  COMMENT 


1  .b.  Temporary  displacement  of  soil  during  1 0-day  project  will  be  instigated  by  replacing  soil,  seeding  with  native  ground 
cover,  fertilizing  and  placing  erosion  control  blanket  on  steeper  slopes. 

i 

2. a.  Temporary  (1 0-day)  possibility  of  minor  dust  created  by  excavation  depending  on  weather.  Project  scheduled  for  spring 
to  reduce  the  possibility  of  temporary  dust  in  air. 

4. a.  Temporary  loss  of  ground  cover  over  utility  trench.  Trench  to  be  located  along  old  fenceline  previously  cleared  of  trees 
and  shrubs  to  reduce  vegetation  impacts. 

6.b.  Project  is  in  a  rural  area  and  is  to  be  done  during  the  park's  winter  closure. 

10.c.  Action  is  to  grant  an  easement  to  Mission  Valley  Power  Company  to  upgrade  outdated  electrical  service  to  already 
existing  recreation  facilities,  provide  capacity  for  future  camp  loop  and  relocate  service  to  eliminate  damage  and  safety 
problems  with  current  cable. 

10.e.  Day  use  and  camping  fees  of  approximately  $1 5,000/year. 

10.f.  $0  an  easement  will  be  granted  to  Mission  Valley  Power  who  will  install  and  maintain  cable. 
12. a.  See  State  Historic  Preservation  Office  (SHPO)  letter  of  clearance  in  Attachment  D. 


The  power  company  has  advised  that  the  best  alternative  is  to  install  a  larger  capacity  primary  cable  to  a  centrally  located 
on-site  transformer.  At  the  same  time  it  was  also  advised  that  the  powerline  should  be  relocated  to  a  safer  area  where  no 
facilities  are  planned  and  maintenance  activities  are  not  likely  to  damage  the  line  in  the  future.  It  is  judged  that  the  best 
easement  location  to  fit  these  criteria  is  along  the  south  boundary  fenceline  away  from  developed  areas. 

Power  companies  requires  customers  to  grant  an  easement  for  primary  power  cables  and  transformers  that  are  owned, 
installed,  maintained  and  repaired  by  them.  At  Finley  Point  this  is  from  the  company's  existing  power  pole  on  the  county 
road  to  the  a  transformer  they  will  install  at  the  base  of  the  hill  where  existing  department-owned  lines  can  be  easily  tied 
in.  This  will  allow  continued  utilization  of  existing  feeder  lines  until  they  can  also  be  upgraded. 

- 


/nb 


REF:MEPAFIN.PT 
January  21,  1994 
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ATTACHMENT  B 

-■  . 

UXDERGBOCHD  ELECTRIC 
RIGHT  OF  WAY  EASEHEHT 

^kte  of  Montana,  Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks 

of  Montana  ,  ("Grantor")  in  consideration  of  $1.00  and  other  good  and  valuable  consideration,  in  hand  paid,  the  receipt 

of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  dnft^hereby  grant  and  convey  to  the  United  States  of  America,  and  its  successors  and  assigns,  an 
easement         10     feet  in  width  upon  which  to  construct,  operate,  maintain,  replace  and  remove  an  electric  power line, 
communication  system  and  necessary  appurtenances  over,  under,  along  and  across  that  certain  real  property  located  in  Lake 
County,  Montana,  and  particularly  described  as  follows,  to  wit: 

Section     18         Township  ■   23        NORTH,  Range    jj      WEST,  P.H.H. 

Underground  powerline  to  cross  andrarallel  the  soutb  boundary  of  Tract  B  in  Lot  3  of 
Section  18,  T23N  ■  PJ9W  M. P.M.,,.  containing  0.21  acre  more, or  less  as  shown  on  attached 
plat  marked  Attachment  A.  

Together  with  reasonable  right  of  ingress  to  and  egress  from  said  right  of  way  over  lands  of  the  Grantor  using  existing  roads 
and  trails  where  practicable,  the  right  to  use  and  keep  al  1  of  said  easement  area  free  and  clear  of  any  and  all  structures  or 
obstructions  except  property  line  fences,  the  right  to  clear  and  remove  all  timber  and  brush  from  the  right  of  way  and  to  cut  and 
remove  such  trees  outside  of  such  right  of  way  which  may  endanger  said  line  or  facilities. 


Received  by  BIfl: 
Date: 


„-  Kali  spell 

of   State 


The  Grantor  dees  hereby  covenant  with  the  Grantee  that  they  are  lawfully  seized  and  possessed  of  the  real  estate  above- 
described,  that  they  have  a  good  and  lawful  right  to  convey  it,  or  any  part  thereof. 

DATED  this    day  of   ,  19  . 


STATE  OF   ) 

ss. 

COUNTY  OF   ) 


On  this   day  of    in  the  year  of  19  ,  before  me   ,  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for 

said  state,  personally  appeared  ,  known  to  me  to  be  the  person(s)  whose 

narae(s)  are  subscribed  to  the  within  instrument  and  acknowledged  to  me  that  they  executed  the  same  for  the  purposes  therein  stated. 


Notary  Public  for  the  State  of 

Residing  at:  

My  Commission  Expires:  


Filed  for  record  this          day  of   ,  19  ,  at   o'clock   .m.,  and  recorded  in  Book   of 

 ,  on  Page   of  the  records  of  County   ,  State  of  Montana. 
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ATTACHMENT  C 

TRENCH 
Primary  Distribution  Line  Only 


Ground 


Level- 


3'—0"  -Depth- 
3'— 6"  Depth  


Common  ■  Backfill 


'  12 


Min. 


Send  . 


Sand 


■  ;■■  r*.  ■ 


/  /  /  / 


/ 


-Warning  Tape 


/  Primary 
-Cable 


NOTE'- 

All  Cable  to  be  installed   in    Sch.    40  PVC 
when  crossing   under  black -top,  concrete, 
driveways,  or  roadways. 


CABLE 

Qty. 

of  Cables 

Description 

Size 
Sch. 

of 

40  PVC 

1 

2  cone.  neut. 

2" 

Dia. 

2-*-  3 

2  cone.  neut. 

3" 

Dia. 

FLATHEAD  IRRIGATION  PROJECT 
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
POWER  DIVISION 


Trench  for  Underground 
PRIMARY  Cable 


Drawn:  ^"^ 


Approved-. 


Scale: 


Poison,  Montana 
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ATTACHMENT  D 


State  Historic  Preservation  Office 

Montana  Historical  Society 

1410  8th  Avenue  •  PO  Box  201202  •  Helena,  MT  59620-1202  •  (406)444-7715 


December  22,  1993  RECEiV££ 

""27,993 


Paul  Valle 
MDFW&P 
POB200701 

Helena,  MT  59620-0701 

Re:  Finley  Point  Powerline,  Flatheadstate  Park,  LA  Co.;  S18/23N/19W 
Dear  Mr.  Valle: 

No  sites  are  currently  recorded  in  the  search  area.  Given  the  scope  of  work,  and  the  results 
of  previous  survey  and  Native  American  consultation,  there  appears  to  be  a  low  likelihood 
for  encountering  heritage  properties.  — 

Sincerely, 

Stan  Wilmoth,  Ph.D 
Archaeologist 


File:  MDFW&P/1993 


